WIVES OF  HENRY THE   EIGHTH
considerations of safety for her daughter, and
her want of tact in uniting the English elements
in her favour, always paralysed her.1
In the meanwhile the preparations for the public
recognition   and   coronation   of   Anne   went   on.
The  new  Queen  tried  her  best to  captivate  the
Londoners,   but  without  success;  and  only with
difficulty could  the  contributions be obtained   for
the coming festivities when the new Queen passed
through the city.    On the xoth May Katharine was
declared contumacious by the Primate's court, and
on the 23rd May Cranmer pronounced the King's
first marriage to have been  void  from  the  first.2
This was followed by a pronouncement to the effect
that the second marriage, that with Anne, was legal,
and nothing now stood in the way of the final frui-
tion of so much labour and intrigue, pregnant with
such tremendous results to England.    On the 2gth
May 1533 the first scene of the pageant was enacted
with the State progress by water from Greenwich
to the Tower*8   No effort had been been spared by
1  Cfaapuys to the Emperor, 27th April and i8th May 1533.
2  An interesting letter from Cranmer on the subject is in the Harleian
MSS., British Museum (Ellis's Letters* vol. 2, series i).
* The Duke of Norfolk was apparently delighted to be absent from his
niece's triumph, though the Duchess followed Anne in a carriage. He
started the day before to be present at the interview between Francis and
the Pope at Nice. He had two extraordinary secret conferences with
Chapuys just before he left London, in which he displayed without attempt
at concealment his and the King's vivid apprehension that the Emperor
would make war upon England, Norfolk went from humble cringing and
flattery to desperate threats, praying that Cbapuys would do his best to
reconcile Katharine to Cranmer's sentence and to prevent war. He praised
Katharine to the skies "for her great modesty, prudence, and forbearance
during the divorce proceedings, as well as on former occasions, the King
having been at all times inclined to amours/* Most significant of all was
Norfolk's declaration " that he had not been either the originator or promoter
of this second marriage, but on the contrary had always been opposed to
it, and bad tried to dissuade the King therefrom.0 (Spanish Cakndar
vai. 6, part 2, 2gth May 1533,}